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Rationale 

The New York State English Language Arts Regents is the only Regents Examination that is not 
offered in translated editions for English Language Learners. Though it is a content test, “for a 
test-taker with limited proficiency of the language that the test is in, any test becomes a language 
proficiency test,” (Menken, 2008) making it very difficult to pass the exam even when using provided 
accommodations according to CR Part 154. The literary analysis performed through the tasks of the 
ELA Regents requires a certain familiarity with language structures, discourse types (arguing, 
describing, etc.) and control of specialized, tier 3 vocabulary that is often beyond what many ELLs 
arriving at or after ninth grade possess (Beltran, 2016). In addition, the raising of the cut score over 
the past decade from a 55 to a 65 as a minimum passing score may also be an impeding factor. To 
support a higher success rate on this exam, this repository has been created to assist students in:  
  

➔​ understanding the instructions for each section.  
➔​ comprehending reading passages as they pertain to each task.  
➔​ identifying and incorporating text-based evidence.  
➔​ choosing a variety of relevant vocabulary for extended writing responses.  
➔​ utilizing the appropriate format for extended writing responses. 

 
Below are links to resources that can be used to build skills toward each section of the exam. Each 
link will allow you to view a document that features a variety of strategies and graphic organizers to 
support students in attaining the objectives above. Each strategy or tool can be used in isolation to 
focus on a specific skill or section of the test, or used in conjunction with others to provide support in 
multiple areas. The strategies and tools can be used as is, or there is an option to make a copy of the 
document so that they can be adapted to suit the specific needs of students. 

 
 

 

This is a living document. These materials and strategies are updated through use with students. If you find success in 
adapting these materials, or wish to add resources or strategies, please let us know by emailing rbern@ocmboces.org. Be 

sure to include links to materials and explicit instructions or descriptions of how the strategies were applied.  
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Repository Links 
Bilingual Glossaries and Cognates → ELA (top of page) and Literary Terms/Devices (bottom of page) 

Part One (1): Reading Comprehension 

Part Two (2): Argument  

Part Three (3): Text Analysis Response 

 
Resources 

Beltran, J. (2016). Ignoring Disadvantaged Students: Caveats of the ELA Regents Exam.  Columbia 
University Working Papers in TESOL & Applied Linguistics, Vol. 16, No. 1, pp. 38-45 
https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/EJ1176838.pdf 

Menken, K. (2008). English Learners Left Behind: Standardized Testing as Language Policy. 
Multilingual Matters. 

New York State Language RBERN. (2022, October 23). Bilingual Glossaries and Cognates. NYU 
Steinhardt. Retrieved May 10, 2023. 
steinhardt.nyu.edu/metrocenter/language-rbern/resources/bilingual-glossaries-and-cognates.  

NYSED Office of State Assessment (n.d.). Regents Examinations in English Language Arts. 
NYSED.gov. Retrieved May 9, 2023. www.nysedregents.org/hsela/. 

 

Acknowledgments 
Mid-State RBERN would like to thank ENL and Content Area teachers from the following districts for 
their contributions to this repository: 
 

Auburn Enlarged City School District 
Cazenovia Central School District 
Cortland Enlarged City School District 
Frankfort-Schuyler Central School District 
Liverpool Central School District 
Moravia Central School District 
North Syracuse Central School District 
Skaneateles Central School District 
Whitesboro Central School District 

 
 

This is a living document. These materials and strategies are updated through use with students. If you find success in 
adapting these materials, or wish to add resources or strategies, please let us know by emailing rbern@ocmboces.org. Be 

sure to include links to materials and explicit instructions or descriptions of how the strategies were applied.  

https://steinhardt.nyu.edu/metrocenter/language-rbern/resources/bilingual-glossaries-and-cognates
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1COYoi8o8EA56Tn-p7h2aSPw56zLJdUmB6PxvCLvTot8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/17vloDwpfPg-Rjwopf5eQn-wyjKVeSxQHc8fevbQUniU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1raKu393Z8rKp18VYffoX5FzV-CbdR7blx1NPgQBtNCQ/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:rbern@ocmboces.org

