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Rationale

The New York State English Language Arts Regents is the only Regents Examination that is not
offered in translated editions for English Language Learners. Though it is a content test, “for a
test-taker with limited proficiency of the language that the test is in, any test becomes a language
proficiency test,” (Menken, 2008) making it very difficult to pass the exam even when using provided
accommodations according to CR Part 154. The literary analysis performed through the tasks of the
ELA Regents requires a certain familiarity with language structures, discourse types (arguing,
describing, etc.) and control of specialized, tier 3 vocabulary that is often beyond what many ELLs
arriving at or after ninth grade possess (Beltran, 2016). In addition, the raising of the cut score over
the past decade from a 55 to a 65 as a minimum passing score may also be an impeding factor. To
support a higher success rate on this exam, this repository has been created to assist students in:

understanding the instructions for each section.

comprehending reading passages as they pertain to each task.
identifying and incorporating text-based evidence.

choosing a variety of relevant vocabulary for extended writing responses.
utilizing the appropriate format for extended writing responses.
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Below are links to resources that can be used to build skills toward each section of the exam. Each
link will allow you to view a document that features a variety of strategies and graphic organizers to
support students in attaining the objectives above. Each strategy or tool can be used in isolation to
focus on a specific skill or section of the test, or used in conjunction with others to provide support in
multiple areas. The strategies and tools can be used as is, or there is an option to make a copy of the
document so that they can be adapted to suit the specific needs of students.

This is a living document. These materials and strategies are updated through use with students. If you find success in
adapting these materials, or wish to add resources or strategies, please let us know by emailing rbern@ocmboces.org. Be
sure to include links to materials and explicit instructions or descriptions of how the strategies were applied.
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Repository Links

Bilingual Glossaries and Cognates — ELA (top of page) and Literary Terms/Devices (bottom of page)

Part One (1): Reading Comprehension

Part Two (2): Argument

Part Three (3): Text Analysis Response
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