
Tips and Best Practices 

 Accommodations 

-time extension (no limit!) 

-separate location 

-bilingual word-to-word 

glossaries 

-home language written materials 

-oral translation of materials if written version is 

not available 

-home language responses 

Nonverbal Modes of Response 

-gestures, pointing 

-matching (items, labels with pictures, pictures 

with spoken directions, etc. using English & 

home language) 

-manipulatives 

-model design/build/draw 

Important questions to ask yourself when assessing ELLs: 

What is the child’s English proficiency level? What type of response is expected at 

this level? 

What am I really assessing?  

What do I want the child to be able to do?   

What are some different ways this child can show me that they know this content/ 

can demonstrate this skill? 

Modifying Existing Assessments 

-provide a word bank in English and/or home language 

-offer fewer answer options in multiple choice 

-underline/bold/highlight most important part  

-simplify language of questions 

-provide sentence starters/language frames 

-provide visual supports (graphic organizer, picture 

vocab, etc.) 

-read questions aloud 

Oral and Written Modes of Response 

-interview, oral report, role play, demonstration 

-in collaboration with peers 

-pictures/artistic representation/ graphic organizers 

-home language 

NYSED’s “Blueprint for ELL Success” and CR Part 154 legislation require that instruction and 

assessments are scaffolded/differentiated in ways that provide culturally and linguistically diverse 

students equitable access to grade-level academic content.   

We do this by linguistically modifying tasks and providing accommodations. 

http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/nys-blueprint-for-ell-success.pdf

